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Is It Beneficial for Postgraduates to Attend Classes?

A Qualitative Analysis of the Value Perceived from Classes and the Influencing Mechanism

PENG Pai, YANG Wei, YAN Chang

(School of Education, Huazhong University of Science and Technology s Wuhan 430076, China)

Abstract: Currently, the idea that courses are useless is prevalent in postgraduate education. To address this doubt, it is
necessary to conduct in-depth research on the value of the course. Based on interviews with 29 engineering postgraduates from
research universities, the authors find that the value of the courses perceived by postgraduates is reflected in four main
dimensions: knowledge acquisition, knowledge production, learning psychology, and professional socialization. The authors
also noted an obvious imbalance between these dimensions. The perception of course value involves time delay, finiteness.,
dynamics, and heterogeneity. In the course value influencing mechanism model proposed in this paper, the individual
developmental needs of students are the starting point for realizing the value of the course; the arrangement in accordance with
the course selection system determines the specific courses; the coupling of course content design and functional module design
highlights the value of the specific course; The teaching attitude and dedication of teachers, their transformation of resources
into teaching practices, and their teaching skills and methods all serve to bring out the intrinsic value; external resources can
have substitution effect on the value of courses. Additionally, the opinions of important others can affect the perceived value of
a course. Based on this theoretical model, the authors put forward some solutions to enhance the course’s value.

Keywords: postgraduate course; course value perceived; expectancy-value theory; the idea of “courses are useless”



