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Research on University’s Stratified Discipline Management Strategies

Based on the Discipline Category for Postgraduate Education

LIU Hong', FEI Xinyi', XIONG Wen’

(1. Of fice of Strategic Planning and Discipline Development s Nanjing University , Nanjing 210023 ,China ;
2. Graduate School » University of Science and Technology of China, Hefei 230026 ,China)

Abstract: Postgraduate education in China follows the guidance of the national discipline category and implements stratified
discipline management. To gain a better understanding of the internal logic of and external influences on the stratified discipline
management within the framework of postgraduate discipline category, this paper employs the programmed grounded theory
method and semi-structured interviews to examine how postgraduate education practitioners in higher learning institutions
perceive discipline management. Through single-machine (stand-alone) encoding analysis of the first-hand interview data, the
authors develop a model illustrating the factors influencing the strategy of the stratified discipline management. This study
reveals that the strategy of stratified discipline management in higher-learning institutions are influenced by a combination of
both exogenous and endogenous factors, and that there are complex interactive relationships among the factors of different
dimensions. In addition, the strategies of stratified discipline management can directly influence the effectiveness of discipline
management, development of disciplines, and cross-disciplinary integration. Taking into account of the current situation and
work experience. the authors offer thoughts and suggestions on the discipline management work of higher-learning institutions
from such aspects as the connotative construction of disciplines, meeting the major demands of the nation, and promoting the
integration of disciplines, aiming to improve the quality of postgraduate education and cultivate high-calibre professionals who
can adapt to future needs.

Keywords: postgraduate education; discipline category; discipline construction; discipline management



