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A Study on the Choice Preference for Discipline Evaluation Policy Tools in China
Based on the Analysis of Policy Documents from 1985 to 2023

GUO Xiaoli', HE Yunfeng', LIU Xinyang®

(1. College of Public Administration, Shanxi Agricultural University . Jinzhong 030801, Shanxi, China ;
2. School of Teacher Education, Jiangsu University , Zhenjiang 212013, Jiangsu, China)

Abstract: An analysis of 52 policy texts on discipline evaluation in China from 1985 to 2023 based on the policy tool theory of
Lorraine M. McDonnell and Richard F. Elmore reveals that: When it comes to selecting policy tools for evaluating discipline,
people favor imperative tools, while capacity building and symbolic cautionary tools are less used. In terms of the texts, the
distribution of policy content elements are imbalance, and people pay less attention to the purpose and methods of evaluation.
In addition, there are phased mismatches between policy tools and content elements. Therefore, the authors propose that, to
face the future, we should optimize the combination of policy tools, rationally allocate policy attention. improve the adaptability
of policy tools and content elements to enhance integrity of discipline evaluation policy system and the effectiveness of its
implementation,
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