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On Optimizing Postgraduate Education Structure for Making China a Strong Country in Education

LI Liguo', LIU Sicheng', DU Fan®

(1. School of Education, Tsinghua University s Beijing 100084, China; 2. China Higher Education Society s Beijing 100083 ,China )

Abstract: Since 2012, China’ s postgraduate education has developed rapidly and made historic achievements. In 2024, the
number of postgraduate students was 2. 38 times that of 2012, and the training structure of postgraduate talent has been
optimized, with professional postgraduates accounting for more than 60%, and the proportion of postgraduates in science,
engineering, agriculture and medicine has greatly increased. However, in comparison with the international development level,
there is still a big gap between the scale of postgraduate training and the needs of economic and social development in China.
Postgraduates at school in China now account for 8. 5% of the total number of students in higher education, which is a
relatively low proportion. There are still some prominent problems in the structure of postgraduate education: the proportion of
doctoral students is much lower than that of developed countries; the proportion of postgraduates in basic disciplines and
medicine is low, and the supply of high-level talent in strategic areas is insufficient; the layout of postgraduate education does
not match regional economy and innovation development; and the allocation of high-quality resources is biased towards
administrative central cities, Therefore, this paper suggests that when facing the challenge of building China into a leading
country in education in 2035, we should optimize the postgraduate education structure in a systematically planned manner,
synergistically advance it, steadily enlarge the enrollment and increase the scale and proportion of doctoral students, vigorously
develop professional degree doctoral training, appropriately shorten the duration of training, and develop a high-quality training
system. This paper also suggests that we should strengthen the knowledge foundation of basic disciplines, expand doctoral
training in medicine, detail the forward-looking layout of disciplines in strategic urgent fields, and improve the dynamic
adjustment mechanism of disciplines and specialties. Furthermore, it suggests that we should prioritize the layout expansion of
postgraduate education in urban agglomerations, increase support for degree authorization review in key regions, and deeply
align the layout of postgraduate education with the construction of national innovation hubs and talent centers.

Keywords: postgraduate education; a strong country in education; strategic layout; talent cultivation



