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On the Types and Causes of “No Performance in Supervision” by Doctoral Student Supervisors

——A Qualitative Analysis based on Interviews with Doctoral Students

ZENG Jianxiong, ZHANG Guodong, WANG Guoyao

(School of Education, Shanghai Jiao Tong University , Shanghai 200240, China)

Abstract: Based on semi-structured interviews with 75 doctoral students, the authors use the theory of planned behavior(TPB)
to explore the types and causes of "no performance in supervision" by doctoral student supervisors. The study finds that the "
no performance in supervision" can be categorized into three types: attitude type (don't want to supervise) . cognition type (don
't know how to supervise), and motivation type (reluctant to supervise). The deep-seated root causes of "no performance in
supervision" are mainly due to the supervisor’'s weak sense of responsibility to cultivate doctoral students, the lack of post

management mechanism and the "softening" of the supervision and accountability system. Accordingly, the authors suggest
that, for enhancing the cultivation quality by supervisors, we should improve the ability of supervisors, give more play to the
community of supervisors, strengthen the management of the posts for supervisors, reinforce supervision over supervisors,
address problems in a timely manner, and punish supervisors for "no performance in supervision".

Keywords: doctoral student supervisor; supervision; no performance in supervision; negative behavior; causal analysis



