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The Difference in Co-existence
——A Study on the Relationship between Supervisors and Postgraduates from the Perspectives of

Teachers and Students Respectively based on a University Survey in Gansu Province

ZHOU Ye, ZHANG Rui, LIU Xin

(School of Educational Science s Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730070, China)

Abstract: This paper explores the relationship between supervisors and postgraduates from their perspectives respectively based
on the questionnaire data and interview records carried out at universities in Gansu Province. The findings show that: the status
quo of the relationship is good in general, the supervisors feel more optimistic about the current situation, while students
expect a more harmonious relationship; in terms of objective factors, the grade and the number of postgraduates under the
guidance of a supervisor have significant influence on the relationship between them; in terms of academic relationship, the
communication initiative of supervisors is stronger than that of the students, and both sides have "one-way expectation" for
each other; in terms of emotional relationship, both sides try to be closer, but think that the ideal state is "affinity at a
reasonable distance"; and in terms of moral relationship, the recognition of the moral quality of teachers and students as a
group by supervisors is lower than that by postgraduates. Based on the outcomes from the research, this paper suggests that
the relationship between supervisors and postgraduates should be made into a harmonious "academic field" in the transition
from "responsible for oneself" to "responsible for each other"; a two-way emotional connection should be established in "real
dialogues" between supervisors and postgraduates; and a moral community should be cultivated to realize common
understanding of values.

Keywords: supervisor-student relationship; supervisor’s perspective; student’s perspective
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On the Construction of the Practice Teaching System for Engineering Masters based on Situated Learning Theory

GAN Yitao

(School of Educational Science s Yangzhou University , Yangzhou 225002, Jiangsu, China)

Abstract: The situated learning theory proposes that knowledge is situational and learning is practical, which provides a new
perspective for the improvement of engineering practice teaching system for postgraduates in engineering. Social practice and
life provide experiential knowledge, legitimate marginal participation can be regarded as a way of learning to foster learning
action, the practice community creates conditions for identity construction, and learning-focused curriculum is conducive to the
explicit realization of tacit knowledge. The construction of engineering practice teaching system for masters of engineering
based on situated learning theory consists of four stages: the situation creating stage that sets the "task chain" with thinking
space; the legitimate marginal participation stage that defines problem-solving tasks; the practice community participating
stage that focuses on the solution of ill-structured (ill-defined) problems; and the summary and evaluation stage that facilitates
explicit realization of tacit knowledge.

Keywords: situated learning theory; master of engineering; engineering practice; practice teaching



