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The Organizational Mode and Operational Logic of the U.S. Doctoral Qualifying Examination

ZHAQO Shikui, GAO Lingyun

(School o f Humanities and Social Sciences s Beihang University, Beijing 100191, China)

Abstract: The doctoral qualifying examination system is a necessary part of doctoral education in the United States. Generally
speaking, there is no fixed or unified pattern of doctoral qualifying examinations, and different departments usually choose an
appropriate examination time, content and method according to their own disciplinary characteristics and training orientation.
Although the results of the qualifying examinations are usually used as the basis for triage and elimination of the students,
some departments do not consider the results as a necessary condition for the training termination of a student. The
development of the scale of doctoral education and the emphasis on the quality of talent cultivation are the direct motivation for
the formation and development of the doctoral qualifying examination system. Rather than terminating the study of a doctoral
student, the fundamental purpose of the qualifying examination is for feedback, better arrangement of supervision and
guidance, specifically, for guiding doctoral students to better understand disciplinary norms and culture and promoting them to
take part in professional socialization. The authors believe that how to build and improve a long-term and multi-dimensional
investigation mechanism based on China’s doctoral training practice and with reference of foreign experience is a critical problem
to be solved urgently.

Keywords: doctoral education; doctoral qualifying examination; organizational mode; operational logic



