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Is the Quality of Successive Cultivation Better?

——A Comparative Analysis of Research Performance of Doctoral Students Cultivated in Different Modes

MA Ying', ZHAO Yandong®

(1. School of Public Administration s Sichuan University, Chengdu 610065 ;
2. Center for Studies of Sociological Theory and Method s Renmin University of China s Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: Improving the quality of doctoral education is now an important task for higher education in China. In recent years,
more and more universities in China have adopted successive cultivation programs for doctoral students, but at present, there
are only a few researches comparing the quality of students trained from the successive cultivation and from the conventional
cultivation - separate postgraduate and doctoral education. In addition, the conclusions are different. More critically, the
existing studies only compare the quality of doctoral students studying at school, lacking an investigation into the long-term
quality of the doctoral student cultivation. Based on the data from a national survey on sci-tech personnel and through tracing
their doctoral training patterns, this paper analyzes the long-term quality differences and influencing factors between different
doctoral student cultivation methods from the perspective of scientific research output and the probability of those who
successfully graduate and become useful talent. The research also finds that there is no significant difference between the two
cultivation methods when comparing only the mean value of research output and the probability. However, after "controlling"
the related factors, the quality of successive cultivation is significantly higher than that of conventional cultivation. This paper
also analyzes the influence and mechanism of relevant covariates on the two cultivation methods.

Keywords: doctoral training; scientific research personnel; academic performance



