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Alienation and Repair of Supervisor-Postgraduate Relationship from the Perspective of Discipline

ZHANG Yue, DUAN Xinxing

(School of Public Policy and Management s China University of Mining and Technology s Xuzhou s Jiangsu 221116)

Abstract: The supervisor-postgraduate relationship is in essence a power relationship from the perspective of discipline, which
shows the characteristics of complexity and inequality. Through semi-structured interviews and participatory observation., the
authors carry out an investigation into the relationship between supervisors and postgraduates who are studying at school,
which finds that influenced by the teacher-based concept, the single supervisor system and instrumental rationality, supervisors
usually train postgraduates from four dimensions, i. e. space, body, time, and status through four strategies of distribution
art, activity control, creation planning, and power arrangement, which alienates the guiding relationship into a relationship of
interest and obedience. Therefore, this paper explores the repairing technology of supervisor-postgraduate relationship from
three aspects: establishing an authority generative mechanism for supervisors, balancing the speaking right of supervisors and
students, and making guidance and study back to the essence of scientific research.

Keywords: discipline; postgraduate education; supervisor-postgraduate relationship; relationship alienation; relationship repair



