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Research on Dilemma and Breakthrough of Chinese International Visiting Doctoral Students

Integration into International Academic Community

REN Zheng'?, MA Yonghong', SHAN Hongxia®

(1. Institute of Higher Education s Beihang University , Beijing 100191,China ; 2. University of British Columbia » Vancouver)

Abstract: Supporting doctoral students to go abroad for academic exchanges is an important strategy of China in recent years to
promote internationalization of its higher education and improve the quality of doctoral student cultivation. The practice of
international academic exchanges represents the breakthrough in the traditional doctoral student training mode, and it is a
process in which doctoral students are re-positioned as international high-level professionals by academic interactions with
international scholars. This paper focuses on the learning experience of doctoral students in the process of international
academic mobility - a process that deepens gradually with the “legitimate peripheral participation” of visiting doctoral students
in the activities of international academic community. Based on a multi-case analysis procedure, the authors collect data with
the application of such methods as in-depth interview, observation, and text analysis. The study finds that chinese international
visiting doctoral students are in a " peripheral position" dilemma when they are in the process of integrating into the
international academic community. In this regard, the authors further analyze the reasons that cause the dilemma from the four
dimensions of coexistence situation field, cultural difference risk, subjective engagement and interaction mode, and put forward
some corresponding measures to improve international exchange programs for doctoral students in the future.

Keywords: international visiting doctoral students;academic mobility;legitimate peripheral participation;full participation



