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A Study on the Influence of Supervisors’ Guidance on the Ph. D. Opportunity of Academic Postgraduates

——Also on the Mediating Effect between Research Paper Publication and Increment of Scientific Research Ability

GUOQO Congbin, WANG Tianjiao, YANG Li

(Institute of Economics of Education/Graduate School of Education » Peking University, Beijing 100871 ,China)

Abstract: In the context of the popularization of higher education, the competition for Ph. D. opportunities is increasingly
fierce. Therefore, the study of factors influencing the chance of Ph. D. opportunities for postgraduates is still an important
issue in the field of postgraduate education. As an important way to cultivate academic postgraduates, the influence of
supervisors” guidance on the Ph. D. opportunities for postgraduates is a critical question to be answered urgently. Based on the
survey of graduated doctoral students in China conducted in May-July 2021, the authors carry out a research with the
application of binary Logit regression, inter-group regression coefficient difference test, and mediating effect test and find that
the frequency of supervisors involvement, the multi-supervisor system and the quality of supervisors’ guidance have significant
positive effects on the probability of academic masters degree students to pursue doctoral studies, while the degrees of influence effect
between differently selected supervisors and in different disciplines are significantly different, the results of the mechanism analysis
suggest that more scientific publications and higher value added research capacity are possible pathways of iufluence.

Keywords: supervisors’ guidance; Ph. D. opportunity; research paper publication; value-added research ability



