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The Game of the International STEM Postgraduate Education Scale Adjustment
and Its Radical Development in the United States

LIAO Xiangyang, HU Ying

(School of Educational Science , Hunan Normal University » Changsha 410081 ,China)

Abstract: The STEM postgraduate education system in the United States is clearly characterized by its dependence on
international students. The changes of international postgraduate education policies in the STEM field have been influenced by
the conflicting interest demands between relying on international students for innovation and worrying about national technology
spillover, between gathering world's top talents and worrying about a reverse flow of talents who return home, and between
seizing the profits of education industry and the employment demands of local students, as well as between making use of
international students to optimize education platforms and protecting learning opportunities for domestic students. Due to the
anti-globalization trend of thought over recent years, the United States increases the control over international STEM
postgraduates to enter its country, adopts the OPT program as a lever to regulate the immigration policy for highly educated
international STEM talents,and implements the strategy of expanding the domestic talent scale, while still allures talents all
over the world and encourages them to stay in the United States. The policy making and adjustment of the United States on
international STEM postgraduate education showcases a kind of cyclic route in its change, and its essence is to better serve the
national strategy of the United States.

Keywords: STEM; postgraduate education; international students scale; game



