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On the Nature of Knowledge and Institutional Rationality of First-Class Discipline Construction

CHEN Liang

(Faculty of Education/ShaanXi Institute of Teacher Development , Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710062 ,China)

Abstract: The coexisting discipline knowledge and discipline system are in a community of shared destiny and the creative
generation of knowledge is the key to the development of a first-class discipline system. To highlight the creation value of
discipline knowledge and the opening inclusiveness of discipline system by laying emphasis on the nature of knowledge and
institutional rationality during the development of discipline is the fundamental aim of China to develop its first-class
disciplines. However, as the knowledge discipline is implemented in a top-down manner, the power is at a superior level over
the rules of the system. The upper authority intermingles with knowledge and violates the prescriptive, reflective and social

nature of knowledge. The "unconsciousness" of the discipline system to the discipline knowledge makes the first-class discipline
loss its true nature, inhibits the discipline knowledge from "natural development" to "guided development", and thus adds
barriers to the healthy growth of scholars, academic organizations and academic culture. Therefore, the author suggests that
the construction of a discipline system should promote its development and breakthrough under the system of knowledge
rationality featuring dialectical self-renewing, and we should underscore the internal evolution logic of discipline knowledge.
The author believes that the only way to build a first-class discipline system is to foster the argumentative character of an
academic organization in innovative criticism, observe the people-oriented character of the academic governance with reference
to the development of people, and return to the integrity of academic communication with trans-boundary symbiosis.

Keywords: first-class discipline; the nature of knowledge; institutional rationality; power discipline



