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Abstract: To have off-campus practice advisors for professional degree postgraduates is the inevitable demand of higher
education development. From the perspective of transaction, this paper explores in essence the construction of the theoretical
role of advisors for professional degree postgraduates under the three principles of conflict, dependence and order with the
analytical framework of Commons’ Institutional Theory and reveals the credibility and multi-task undertaker identity of the
advisors and the conflicts thereof because of governance complexity. It also analyzes the dependence logic of the advisors role.
including the rational field dependence in social development, the self-consistent dependence of social role, the dependence on
the law of development of higher education and the explainable dependence which is also interpretable for the homomorphous
education system. Based on the analysis, this paper puts forward that the governance of the role of advisors should comply with
the characteristics of the transition dependence, by means of order to reconcile the conflict. The proposals in this paper include
governance in collective action over transition conflicts, hierarchical governance over the scarcity value of transaction and
efficiency maintenance, collaborative governance over trading entities, and credit governance over transactions empowered by
digital technology.

Keywords: professional degree postgraduates; practice advisor; governance



