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On How Financial Support Influences Academic Career Development of Post-Doctoral Students:

An Empirical Analysis based on the Data of Nature’s Survey of Postdocs Worldwide

ZHAO Hui'**, WU Libao'’

(1.a. School of Management Science and Engineering ; b. Higher Education Research Institute , Nanjing University of

Information Science and Technology, Nanjing 210044, China ;2. Nanjing Xiaozhuang University, Nanjing 211171, China)

Abstract: Financing competition has become the biggest challenge for postdoctoral students in their academic career
development. Based on the social cognitive career theory (SCCT), this paper discusses the academic career development of
postdoctoral students from the dimensions of academic interest, academic independence and the sense of academic
accomplishment. The research focuses on the financial support for postdoctoral students. With the structural equation model
constructed, the authors find that financial support can not only directly affect the academic career development of postdoctoral
students, but also indirectly affect the development through affecting their input in academic studies, intuitive feeling of
academic environment, and academic motivation. Therefore, the authors suggest that we reform the way of financial support.
improve academic career environment, pay attention to the emotional needs of the students, and further promote the academic
career development of postdoctoral students.

Keywords: financial support; academic environment; academic motivation; academic career development



