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Analysis of the Curriculum Design Standards for First-tier Disciplines in the Interdisciplinary Category:

with Discussions on the Feasibility of Establishing an “Intellectual Property” Interdiscipline

CUI Yubao, XU Binfeng, CHEN Wei

(School of Public Affairs, University of Science and Technology of China, Hefei 230026 ,China)

Abstract: Under the national discipline system with first-tier disciplines as the core, the development of interdisciplines has
been facing an embarrassing dilemma of “low status” and can hardly be upgraded for a long time. The introduction of
interdisciplinary category affords an opportunity for interdisciplines to be upgraded to the first tier and listed in the national
discipline catalog so that they can play a better role in developing high-quality education. After full consideration of the
discussions on the interdiscipline evaluation criteria, the experience of the United States in interdiscipline arrangement, and the
standards for setting up first-tier disciplines from “The Establishment of Discipline Catalogue and Management Measures for
Degree Awarding and Talent Cultivation”, the authors believe the introduction of a discipline into the first-tier interdisciplinary
category should follow the discipline arrangement standards, i. e. to be guided by the social needs, based on in-depth
interdisciplinary activities, and guaranteed by the improvement of social institution with the aim to serve the development of the
discipline and meet the needs of the society. Finally, taking “intellectual property” as an example, the authors discuss the
practicability of listing it as a first-tier discipline under the interdisciplinary category.

Keywords: interdisciplinary category; first-tier discipline; discipline standards; intellectual property



