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On the Causes of Less Attendance of Doctoral Students
in Classes and Proper Countermeasures Thereof

A Case Study of Doctoral Students in Education at “Double First-class” Universities

ZHAO Kuo

(College of Education s Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872 ,China)

Abstract: The increasing diversity of doctoral students calls for the reform of doctoral training mode. At present, there is a
problem of low attendance in classes of doctoral students, and the rationality of the curriculum arrangement mechanism is
facing challenges. Through in-depth interviews with doctoral students in education at three “Double First-class” universities in
China, it is found that the fuzziness and limitation of the curriculum designed for doctoral students lead to a suboptimal “game”
for them to select courses under the established constraints. The combination of the course selection mechanism and the
uncertainty of the course teaching quality eventually results in the differentiation of the attendance of the students in classes.
Through non-institutionalized practice such as auditing and the application of contingency theory, doctoral students show the
initiative of learners in the field of education to a certain extent. Therefore, the author believes that in the future it is necessary
to increase the flexibility of the doctoral curriculum arrangement and reiterate the value of effective interaction.

Keywords: doctoral education; attendance in class; curriculum system; postgraduate training
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Themes Comparison and Path Exploration:

A Retrospective Study on Professional Doctoral Education in the Past 20 Years

ZHAI Yue!'s, MAO Liwei?, CHEN Yue®

(1. Graduate School of Education s Peking University , Beijing 100871 ,China ;
2. Faculty of Education s Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710062 ,China)

Abstract: The development of professional doctoral education should be oriented to responding the needs of the national strategy
and social development and it is an important way to cultivate high-level applied professionals. Focusing on the relevant data
from 2001 to 2020 in the two databases of CNKI #1 WOS, the authors compare the subjects of professional doctoral education
research in the past 20 years from different dimensions. The study finds that the research subjects of professional doctoral
education at home and abroad in the past 20 years have some similarities and differences in the target positioning and the
categories (fields) of professional doctoral students at the macroscopic level, in the research perspectives and contents at the
medium level, and in the research paths and methods at microscopic level, resulting different characteristics of the research
outcomes. Based on the result, the authors think that to further explore the path of professional doctoral education research,
we need to continuously expand and enrich the basic theoretical research of professional doctoral education, the comparison
among different countries and the exploration of local experience at microscopic level, the research on the process of
professional doctoral students in adapting to the social needs, the research on specific organizations, the dynamic quality
monitoring, and the research on quality indexes.

Keywords: professional degree education; professional doctorate; professional doctoral education; professional doctoral training



