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Changes in Education for Doctoral Students in Social Science in the UK.

Based on analysis of ESRC doctoral training programs
MA Xing', FENG Lei’

(1. Higher Education Research Institute , Nanjing Universities of Information Science & Technology . Nanjing 210044 ;
2. School of Education Science, Nanjing Normal University s Nanjing 210097)

Abstract : It is necessary to make innovation on doctoral education under the background of new knowledge production mode. In
recent years, the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) of the United Kingdom has carried out a series of doctoral
training programs. Through strict institutional selection, flexible and diversified funding, and multi-channel training quality
supervision, the objectives of these programs have been realized, which also guide the reform of the doctoral education in social
science to a new direction. The new programs emphasize that the training objective is in line with social needs, clarify that the
training content is centered on the development of the core competence of doctoral students in social science, encourage cross-
institutional cooperation to increase the learning experience of doctoral students, and highlight the learning needs of doctoral
students and their long-term career development. The authors believe that the reform trend of doctoral education in social
science that has been manifested in the implementation of the ESRC doctoral training programs can be used as reference for the
reform of doctoral education in social science in China.

Keywords: doctoral student training; interdiscipline; the UK; social science; new mode of knowledge production
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On Postgraduate Education Quality Governance

in Scientific Connotation, Transformation Dimension and Practice Path

QIAO Gang', YANG Xuting®, LOU Zhi*

(1. College of Education Science s Yan’an University » Yan’an, Shaanxi 716000
2. School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Beijing Institute of Technology . Beijing 100081
3. School of Marzxism s Civil Aviation University of China s Tianjin 300300)

Abstract: Quality governance is the core task for the postgraduate education and the quality governance of postgraduate
education is a joint effort of different carriers. With the goal of improving the quality of postgraduate education and meeting
people’s demand for quality and efficient postgraduate education, the entities involved in education carry out scientific and
effective governance over quality issues in the development of postgraduate education through a series of institutional
arrangements. The authors of this paper propose that at present, the governance concept of the quality governance over
postgraduate education should transform from quality management to quality governance, the goal for the governance from
government construction to shared construction, the main body of the governance from the carrier of unitary autonomy to the
carriers of pluralistic co-governance, the governance paradigm from experience-driven to data-driven, and the governance
culture from institutional constraint to cultural self-consciousness. The authors further propose that in order to improve the
quality of postgraduate education in the new era, we must follow the practice path featuring quality-oriented concept with joint-
construction and sharing as the goal, coordination and participation of more carriers as the basis, data-driven as the core, and
cultural self-consciousness as the focus.

Keywords: postgraduate education; quality governance; multi-participant



