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On the Examination and Construction of the Supervisor-Postgraduate Relationship in

Higher-learning Institutions from the Perspective of Interaction Ritual Chain Theory

MA Chao™", QU Meiyan*, WANG Rui®

(a. Normal College; b. Application of Psychological Research Center ,Shihezi University ,Shihezi s Xinjiang 832000)

Abstract: The supervisor-postgraduate relationship in higher-learning institutions is not only the basis for cultivating the spirit
of scientific research and inheriting academic culture, but also an important factor influencing the education quality of
postgraduates, and moreover, the construction of this kind of relationship is inseparable from the interaction between the two
sides. This paper examines the relationship from the three dimensions of situation, emotion and symbol of the interaction ritual
chain theory, and finds: the virtualized social contact online leads to the blurring of the real situation of the communication
between supervisors and postgraduates; the lack of focus of group meetings leads to the inability to gather emotional energy
from supervisors and postgraduates; and the malposition of cooperation concept leads to infertility of symbols of different
groups between supervisors and postgraduates. These are the main factors of the dilemma the relationship faces at present. In
this regard, the authors suggest we should try to clarify the concept of communication, enrich theme-building activities
between supervisors and postgraduates, highlight the focus of meetings, give full play to the resultant emotional force,
strengthen the sense of power and responsibility, and improve the mechanism of cooperation between supervisors and
postgraduates. Such countermeasures the authors propose are for the construction of a more harmonious and healthier
relationship between supervisors and postgraduates, and for further improvement of the postgraduate education quality.
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