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Research on the Driving Logic of University Discipline Adjustment

ZHANG Song

(Institute of Higher Education s Shanghai University s Shanghai 200444)

Abstract: From the perspective of realistic historical reflection, the fluctuation of resource input in higher education can greatly
accelerate the process of academic discipline adjustment of the universities; and from the perspective of the purpose of power
operation at higher-learning institutions, discipline adjustment is a major decision influencing the survival and future
development of a university. Although the decision-making process of academic discipline adjustment is not transparent due to
the influence of personalized and irrational factors, it still follows the main driving logic in the following aspects: whether
enough external demand can be obtained in the knowledge production value chain; whether the academic status under the
orientation of education evaluation matches the university’s vision; and whether the discipline knowledge at present life cycle
stage has the expectation of future development. When a university is under the joint influence of triple-layered driving logic of
external demand, academic status and development expectation, it will inevitably encounter an academic discipline adjustment.

Keywords: discipline adjustment; driving logic; external demand; academic status; development expectation



