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Raising Practice Consciousness and Improving Professional Abilities:
Current practice and prospective of the MFA cultivation in China

ZHANG Xiaohui

(Graduate School of Beijing Film Academy , Beijing 100088)

Abstract: Since China stated its professional MFA postgraduate education in the early 21* century, After fast development in a
dozen or so years, the professional MFA postgraduate education has become the main channel for cultivating high-caliber,
application-oriented and practice-based artistic talents in China. Meanwhile, problems hindering the cultivation have gradually
become obviously noticeable. The orientation deviation emerged from the homogenous academic degree teaching, the weak
innovation capacity of the entire discipline, and the lack of effective supervisors” guidance are the key factors that restrict the
development of the MFA education. In this context, Beijing Film Academy displays its pioneering spirit in innovation and has
made rewarding exploration in the cultivation of high-level film artistic talents. Through the implementation of the "new film
talent growth program" and the establishment of a "top-notch postgraduate talent experimental class", Beijing Film Academy
has achieved a breakthrough in the talent training mode and some relatively remarkable results. The practice shows that only by
carrying out systematic, professional, and project-based trainings can the MFA postgraduate education show its vigor and
vitality.

Keywords: master of fine arts; professional degrees; cultivating mode; practical capability
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Advantage Analysis of Professional Doctoral Education and Path Optimization at
Higher Educational Institutions with Industry Characteristics

ZHANG Xueliang, ZHANG Wei

(Northwestern Polytechnical University, Xi’an 710072)

Abstract: It is of great significance to develop professional doctoral education for having more high-caliber and application-
oriented professionals. In consideration of the present economic and social demands and in comparison between China and the
United States, we say there is still a large space for development although the professional doctoral education in China has made
remarkable progress. As an organic component of the higher education system with Chinese characteristics, the higher
education institutions ( HEIs) with industry characteristics present distinct disciplinary advantages and industrial features in
aspects of including educational philosophy, curriculum design, faculty building, educational environment, and industrial
practice, which give them natural advantages in developing professional doctoral education. The authors propose that based on
China’s reality, we should further support HEIs with industry characteristics in adding professional doctorate academic degree
authorization units, steadily expanding the scale and types of enrollment, clarifying training orientation and quality standards,
deepening the reform of integrated production and education training mode, and building a diversified and multi-dimensional
evaluation system for the quality improvement of the professional doctoral training.
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