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Calm Reflections on the Overheated Pursuit for Professional Doctorate Education

WANG Tan

(1. Visiting Base of the Ministry of Education for Doctoral Students in Higher Education at the Institute of
Education of Xiamen University s, Xiamen, Fujian 361005; 2. Central China Normal University , Wuhan, 430079)

Abstract: The development of professional doctoral education is a necessary measure to optimize the structure of doctoral
degrees and improve the education system for doctoral students. However, in recent years, the professional doctoral education
has become overheated, showing a phenomenon of unnecessary enrollment expansion, blinded pursuit by higher-learning
institutions, and disorderly competition among supervisors. Based on the analytic framework of the triangle coordination theory
of "government, market and academic circle", the author finds the strong leverage of the central government, the change in the
type of the market demand, and the upgrading of the knowledge production model are the root causes of the phenomenon.
After calm reflections, the author concludes that in the interactive game among the three factors, the interference {from the
government is excessively heavy, the market supply and demand regulation is rather weak, and the barriers of academic
organizations at lower levels are pretty strong. After reasonable analysis of the phenomenon. the author proposes that it is
necessary to coordinate the relationship between the central, provincial governments and cultivating units. give full play to the
basic role of market regulation while moderately strengthening the macro-control of the government, and actively build matrix-
type academic organizations at lower levels.
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