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From “Professional Person” to “Social Person” :
A case study on the transformation of training system

for postgraduate teaching assistants at American universities

SHEN Chao, LIU Yikun

(School of Education, Tianjin University , Tianjin 300354)

Abstract: The postgraduate teaching assistants form a force that cannot be ignored at American universities for teaching
assistance. Unlike most universities that mainly focus on the cultivation of teaching professionalism, California Institute of
Technology has initiated a new and interesting cultivation path with the goal to cultivate the student into both “professional
person” and “social person” focusing on the development of postgraduates in their whole life, which indicates the change of
cultivation conception, Upon the analysis of the text of the training courses. the authors find that while refining the “shaping”
of the postgraduate teaching assistants into professional persons from the aspects of teaching cognition, operation, monitoring,
and specific subject teaching ability, the university has also permeated the transformation of its cultivation conception into
students from three aspects (from how to teach to how to promote learning by teaching, from teaching at school to practice
outside school, and from managing students to the realization of their self-management). The system for step-by-step
progressive dual teaching assistant qualification certificate and the system of collaborative support from both online resources
and offline institutions are the guarantee to its unique training method. The revelation of the change in the training conception is
of great significance for the emerging teaching assistant training undertakings in the higher-learning institutions of China.

Keywords: postgraduate teaching assistant; training courses; professional person; social person; California Institute of Tech-

nology



