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A Qualitative Study on Postgraduate-Supervisor Relations

from the Perspective of Intercultural Communication

WANG Song, LIU Changyuan

(School of Foreign Language s Harbin Institute of Technology, Harbin 150001)

Abstract: This qualitative study examined the expected relationship between expatriate Chinese graduate students and their

supervisors as well as its due outcome from intercultural communication perspective.

It explored and analyzed different

supervision practices between Chinese and western tertiary institutions based on the survey on 12 Chinese international students

in US and UK. The findings indicated that Chinese students felt their relationship with their supervisors was mostly

marginalized, though they were expecting a close or intimate one, which was different from American and British students who

believed they should be more self-reliant and independent in the relationship with their supervisors. Different expectations of

student-supervisor relationship brought about different outcomes affecting international students’ study and life in the target

country. Based on the findings of the study, this paper attempts to help international students adapt to their new academic

environment in the target country and to give practical advice to the universities from which Chinese students go abroad as well

as to which foreign students come and further their study.

Keywords: overseas student; supervisor;

marginalization; intercultural communication



