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Diversification and influence factors of the Types of the Doctoral Degrees in the UK

WANG Wenli

(School of Humanities , Jiangnan University s Wuxi, Jiangsu 214122)

Abstract: Currently, the types of doctoral degrees in the UK show a trend of diversification. However, the doctoral degrees can
be divided into three categories: subject specialist doctorates. doctorates by publication, and professional and practice-based(or
practitioner) doctorates. The main factors driving the diversification of doctoral degrees in UK are: skills and training,
dissertation submission rate and degree completion rate, quality supervision, alteration of the paper review system, and the
introduction of the national benchmark. In comparison with the diversified doctoral degrees in the UK, China has less doctoral
degrees in variety, with only two types, one is the academic doctorate and the other is the professional doctorate, which is
obviously incapable of meeting the needs of China for social development and building itself into a strong education country.
Therefore, the author suggests that China learn from the experience of the practice of the diversified British doctoral degrees
and take action as soon as possible in two aspects: the reform of the traditional academic doctorates and the creation of
doctorates by publication.

Keywords: the UK; doctoral degree; type; Diversification



