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Does Marriage Affect Doctoral Students in Publicizing Research Papers?
An empirical analysis based on data collected from the survey on doctoral students carried out in Beijing 2016

LUO Yunfeng

(Graduate School of Education, Peking University , Beijing 100871)

Abstract: With the continuous expansion of the scale of PhD students in China, married PhD students have become a group to
be reckoned with. The students are facing the pressure from both academic research and family while enjoying the support from
and company of their families. As of now, few empirical studies have clarified whether marriage affects the PhD students when
they publish research papers. Therefore, based on the data of the PhD students from a survey on the student development at
Beijing-based universities 2016 and with the application of the propensity score matching method to control the endogeneity in
sample auto-selection, this study estimates the impact of marriage on the success of the PhD students in publishing papers.
The study finds that marriage has a significant positive impact on paper publishing by PhD students. In comparison, the total
number of the papers published by married PhD students is 0. 4 more than those by unmarried PhD students, and the number
of papers published by married PhD students as first author or corresponding author is 0. 47 more than those by unmarried PhD
students. The influence of marriage on the successful paper publishing by PhD students is mainly demonstrated by the number
of the papers published by them as the first author or corresponding author, which cost more personal energy and time. When
it comes to gender, marriage does not have significant impact on the successful publishing of research papers by male PhD
students, but the impact on the successful publishing of research papers by female PhD students is obvious positive. In
comparison, the total number of the papers published by married female PhD students is 0. 75 more than those by unmarried
female PhD students, and the number of papers published by married female PhD students as first author or corresponding
author is 0. 71 more than those by unmarried female PhD students.

Keywords: married PhD students; publication of research papers; propensity score matching method



