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Evolution of Professional Doctoral Education in the United States and in Comparison with China

ZHANG Wei

(Northwestern Polytechnical University ,Xi’an 710072)

Abstract: The professional doctorate in modern sense has a history of 200 years in the United States. The new definition of
doctorate by the US National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) not only changes greatly the data of doctorates, but also
shows the recognition and affirmation of the professional doctorate by the center. The professional doctoral education in China
started late. Although it has developed very fast, the absolute scale and relative scale are far smaller than those of the United
States. Therefore, the author suggests that we should fully understand the external factors and internal motivation for the
development of higher education, make clear the training target and quality standards for professional doctoral education,
optimize the scale structure, increase the integration between industry and education, improve the evaluation system, and
scientifically compare and learn experience from the outside world so as to realize high-quality and intensive development.

Keywords: professional education; doctorate; statistics standard; positioning and quality; USA



