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Dilemma of and Solution to the Legalization of Degree Authorization Review in China

JIN Lantao

(Peking University Law School s Beijing 100871)

Abstract: As the prerequisite for the exercise of degree conferring right, degree authorization review is not only an evaluation on the
comprehensive strength of a university, but also a macro-control means of the central government. The degree authorization review
plays an important role in the structural adjustment of academic degree mix, the allocation of university resources, and the construction
of key disciplines. However, the practical problems of this system cannot be ignored, for example, the quota allocation only strictly in
accordance with administrative instructions is a hindrance to the execution of the school-running autonomy; the vertical relationship
between the upper and lower authorities has not been fully expressed lawfully. and the discretion in the review process is too large. In
order to legalize the review on academic degree authorization, the author puts forward that we must place the review wholly into the
attribute of administrative permit and abide by the relevant regulations stipulated in the Administrative Permission Law of the Peoples
Republic of China and that the reviewers must come from the same profession and the peer review mechanism must be made more
specific. The author also puts forward that the supervision mode should be changed from the quota pre-control to the dynamic process
supervision, and more play should be given to the role of the self-regulation of the competition mechanism in the education market. The
author advocates that in terms of authorization configuration, the functions of provincial academic degree committees must be recognized
and a three-level academic degree management system must be legalized, and in terms of content design, a due process principle should
be established and improved as well as specific procedural regulations. The author believes that only in this way can we finally work out
a better system and a better mechanism in line with the national conditions for academic degree authorization review.

Keywords: academic degree; academic degree system; academic degree regulations; degree authorization review; due procedures
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On Discipline Endogenous Development Logic: From Knowledge Production to Discipline System Generation

TIAN Xianpeng

(Tin Ka Ping College of Educational Science, Jiangnan University , Wuxi, Jiangsu 214122)

Abstract: In the modern sense, “discipline” is an institutionalized product from the evolution of knowledge production. Driven
by new demands for production practice and the new power of science and technology, the knowledge production modes based
on disciplines are always changing in the development, and the content and structure of knowledge contained in them are also in
the process of a dynamic change. Fundamentally speaking, a discipline is a relatively stable and independent standardized
knowledge system that originates from the innovation and accumulation of knowledge production. However, disciplines
constituted through institutionalization usually break through the existing framework with the differentiation and reorganization
of knowledge content and structure, and then generate new disciplines. In the perspective of endogenous logic, the construction
of a discipline system is not an end, but a way and means to serve the innovation of knowledge production. The author suggests
that when promoting the development of disciplines, we should pay full attention to the endogenous logic of knowledge
production evolution, ensure the dominant status of universities in exercising academic autonomy, and put into practice the
right of universities to run school independently. In addition, we should create a culture of innovation based on academic
knowledge production, safeguard the right of academic freedom, highlight the substantial growth and contribution of discipline
knowledge, and ensure the implementation of school-running autonomy.

Keywords: discipline development; knowledge production; institutionalization; endogenous logic



