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On the Path, Progress and Orientation of the Discipline Construction for Postgraduate Pedagogy

WANG Chuanyi, YANG Jiale, LIU Huiqin

(Institute of Education, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084)

Abstract: The internal theoretical system and the institutional structure are two important dimensions of a discipline
construction. As an emerging discipline in the era of big science. postgraduate pedagogy should follow the path of “from
outside to inside” to develop its discipline construction. The authors note that over the past 40 years, China has made
remarkable achievements in the construction of the postgraduate pedagogy through efforts in the “internal and external
cultivation”. Specifically, in terms of institutional structure, we have now national and provincial professional societies at two
levels, research institutes supported by higher-learning institutions and third-party organizations, specialized training units
based on independently designed secondary disciplines, and specialized academic journals; in terms of theoretical system
construction, we have clarified the particularity of postgraduate education from others, and made a good many important
research achievements in the study of basic theory, entrance examination, curriculum, teaching methods, quality evaluation
and strategic planning. The authors propose that in the future, we gather more strength from outside of the school while
improving ourselves for the discipline construction of the postgraduate pedagogy, give full play to the initiative of all
stakeholders and strengthen the construction of institutional structure so as to further gather strength. The authors also
propose that we further strengthen research on the basic problems of postgraduate pedagogy with the frontier knowledge as the
logical starting point, promote the establishment and development of branch disciplines, and comprehensively study relevant
practical problems with various methods.

Keywords: postgraduate pedagogy; discipline construction; theoretical system; institutional establishment



