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How High is the Delayed Graduation Rate of Doctoral Candidates in China:
An empirical research based on data of the national survey on delayed graduation in 2017

GAO Yao', CHEN Hongjie’* , WANG Dongfang’

(1. School of Education, Tianjin University, Tianjin 300354; 2. Graduate school of Education, Peking University, Beijing 1008713
3. Faculty of Education s Tianjin Normal University s Tianjin 300387)

Abstract: The authors find through an empirical study based on the data of the national graduation survey on doctoral
candidates in 2017 that the average delayed graduation rate is 39. 68 percent, of which, 48. 15 percent have been delayed for one
year on average. In addition, the authors also find the rate and the delayed time are different between different individuals,
disciplines and higher-learning institutions. Through a further regression analysis, the authors find that: Firstly, the delay
probability of male students is significantly lower than that of female students in natural sciences; the older they are at
enrollment, the higher the delay probability is and the longer the delayed time is; the higher the degree of run-through doctoral
student cultivation is, the lower the delay probability is. Secondly, in comparison with the students in humanities, the delay
probability in agronomy is significantly higher and that in medical science is significantly lower; the delay probability of the
doctoral candidates in “first-class disciplines” is significantly lower. Thirdly, in natural sciences, the higher the level of an
institution is, the higher the delay probability of doctoral candidates is, but the difference is not so obviously noticeable among
different regions. Therefore, the authors believe that to formulate reasonable training cycles according to the “inherent
regularity” and the knowledge production attribute of different disciplines is an important reform trend.

Keywords: doctoral students; delayed graduation rate; delayed time; graduation survey



