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How to Return to the “Appropriate Size”
A comparative study based on the size regulation mechanism for postgraduate education in the United States

LI Mengzhuo, LIU Shanhuai

(Research Institute of Rural Education s Northeast Normal University s Changchun, 130024)

Abstract: The scale of the postgraduate education in China keeps growing, which in turn becomes a severe challenge to the
improvement of education quality judging from the resource carrying capacity of higher education and market demand. As the
largest postgraduate education country, the United States has maintained a stable growth of the size of the postgraduate
education, ensured education quality and kept a balance between talent supply and market demand through a multi-agent,
coordinated regulation mechanism relating to government macro policy guidance, independent university resource allocation,
and active market involvement, which is importantly thought-provoking to China when it tries to tailor a moderate size for the
postgraduate education, This paper proposes to properly plan a supply-demand balanced education size and discipline structure,
design at top-level a multi-agent interactive mechanism compatible with the education target, rationally consider the relations
between scale expansion and quality assurance, so as to create a regulatory system with which the scale of the postgraduate
education can be in a moderate growth rate and orderly adjustable with a predictable postgraduate education development.

Keywords: postgraduate education; appropriate size; regulation mechanism; multi-agent interaction



