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An Analysis of the Factors Influencing Academic Interest of

Research-oriented Postgraduates

LIU Bohan*, ZHAO Pu’, SHI Zhidan¢, LLIU Ming*

(a. Postgraduate Work Department of the CPC Tsinghua University Commilttee ;
b. the Chinese Communist Youth League Tsinghua University Committee ;
c. School of Public Policy and Management ;
d. Department of Energy and Power Engineering s Tsinghua University s Beijing 100084)

Abstract: Academic interest is an essential basis for training innovative professionals. Focusing on academic interest, the
authors conduct a questionnaire survey on 1,148 academic research-oriented postgraduates in Tsinghua University to study their
academic interest and influence factors thereof with the correlation analysis and multivariate regression analysis methods. The
results show that academic motivation, investment in research, supervisor-postgraduate relationship, supervisor’s guidance,
and academic atmosphere influence the academic interest of the postgraduates significantly, while the individual attributes, the
age and the professional title of a supervisor matter insignificantly. In view of this, this paper proposes to inspire academic
interest of the postgraduates by optimizing candidate selection process, establishing good relations between supervisors and
postgraduates, and improving academic atmosphere.

Keywords: Academic interest; academic motivation; supervisor-postgraduate relationship; academic atmosphere



