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An Analysis of Postgraduate Education Policy Changes in China since the Founding of New China:

Based on historical institutionalism theory

WEI Jianguo, QIN Yifan

(College of Educational Science » Shanxi Normal University . Linfen, Shanxi 041000)

Abstract: Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China 70 years ago. the postgraduate education policy in China has
experienced five stages, namely, the enclosed and exclusive one only by learning from the Soviet Union, the open and multi-
directional one after the resumption of colleague entrance examination, the rapid one in coordinated development for both
quality and quantity, the pragmatically oriented one with focus on training postgraduates into applied professionals, and the one
in deepening reform for quality improvement in an all-round way. The authors find, in the perspective of the historical
institutionalism, that there is a strong atmosphere of path dependence in the changes of graduate education policy and there are
rupture occurrences of micro-adjustment, replacement, and transformation of the system in the institutional changes in China.
This paper concludes that overcoming path dependence through institutional innovation is an important subject of the
postgraduate education reform in China.

Keywords: 70 years since the foundation of new China; postgraduate education; historical institutionalism; policy change;

dynamic mechanism



