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On Doctoral Students Attrition and its Coping Strategiesin the USA

JIN Chuanbao

(School of Teacher Education ,Qilu Normal University s Jinan 250200)

Abstract: The attrition rate of doctoral students in the USA stays high and has remained at around 50 percent since the end of
the 20" century. How to assist doctoral students to complete their schooling, gaining doctoral degrees, and becoming
independent scholars is a common concern in postgraduate education in the USA. Many research articles completed by
American learners show that there are many barriers in the doctoral learning and research process. Dealing with these barriers
relies on the joint efforts of the universities, the faculties, and supervisors. A good relationship between doctoral students and
their supervisors is an important factor for doctoral students to fulfill their study. graduate from the university and start their
academic career. Based on the analysis, this paper proposes that more activities to guide doctoral student should be designed
properly and a better training program should be established so as to help them adapt to their study and research. This paper
also suggests more support to the students so as to assist them to be qualified scholars.

Keywords: doctoral student; doctoral student attrition; doctoral mentoring; doctoral graduation



