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Impact of“Supervisor-Postgraduate Fellowship” on the Development of Postgraduates:

Qualitative Research Based on Informal Organization Theory
LIN Jie, CHAO Yaqun

(Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875)

Abstract: As an informal organization in postgraduate education, the “supervisor-postgraduate fellowship” led by a supervisor
plays an important role in the development of postgraduates. According to the Informal Organization Theory, the “supervisor-
postgraduate fellowship” has the following characteristics: emphasized emotional logic, informal restraint mechanism, and
development of the fellowship under the leadership of an authoritative figure. This study, based on the in-depth interviews with
16 postgraduates at a double first-class university in Beijing, finds that the influence of the fellowship on the development of
postgraduate is mainly manifested in three dimensions: knowledge, ability, and sociality. It also finds that the different
informal interactions, restraint mechanisms and authoritative organizational characteristics among different fellowships register
different development of postgraduates. Some of the fellowships have a positive impact on all aspects of the development of
postgraduates, while not a few of them over-emphasize paper publishing, fail to cultivate innovation ability of the postgraduates
and neglect the responsibility of the fellowship to educate people. Therefore, this paper suggests that supervisors purposely
guide students to innovate, create an innovation atmosphere in the fellowship, strengthen inform interaction and emotional ties,
and better shoulder the responsibility for the emotion and personality development of the postgraduates.

Keywords: supervisor-postgraduate fellowship; postgraduate; individual development; qualitative research



