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The Organization and Management of Interdisciplinary Postgraduate Programs:
Based on the Practice of UC Davis

YANG Juan

(College of Humanities and Development Studies, China Agricultural University, Beijing 100083)

Abstract: With the rapid development of academic knowledge specialization, the interdisciplinary integration increases
continuously, and the training scale of interdisciplinary postgraduates also grows bigger, which has brought about great
challenges to the organization and management of higher-learning institutions that distribute resources in accordance with the
traditional discipline classification. Therefore, how to put the cultivation of interdisciplinary postgraduates into the existing
organizational and management structure and how to break through the original discipline-based resource allocation mode of the
universities has become a common problem faced by both Chinese and foreign universities. The University of California, Davis
has explored a way to address the issues related to the interdisciplinary postgraduate education for several years and
accumulated good experience from the entity the project is affiliated to, the organization form of the teachers, recruitment, and
practical training. The organization and management mode suitable for its own development could be a good reference for China
to arrange postgraduate education and management.

Keywords: interdiscipline; postgraduate program; organization and management
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Cultural Dilemma in the First-class Discipline Construction and Breakthrough

FAN Yupeng®, YU Xiaobo"

(a. College of Marxism Studies; b. Educational Science Research Institute , Hunan University . Changsha 410082)

Abstract: First-class discipline construction is inseparable from first-class discipline culture, and the first-class discipline culture
is the core and soul of the first-class discipline construction. However, in the first-class discipline construction, we pay too
much attention to the hard environment for disciplines but neglect the promotion of the soft power of disciplines, which leads to
the cultural dilemma in the construction of disciplines, which includes the concealment of discipline spirit, the estrangement
among different disciplines, the bureaucratization of discipline organizations, and the superficiality of discipline evaluation. The
reasons lie in the impact of market utilitarianism, the prevalence of managerialism, the rigidity of the administrative standard,
and the difference in discipline cultures. This paper proposes that, to get rid of the cultural dilemma in the construction of the
first-class disciplines, we need to cultivate a discipline spiritual culture, improve the environment for the development of
discipline system, strengthen the interdisciplinary integration and perfect the discipline evaluation system.

Keywords: double first-class construction; first-class discipline; cultural dilemma; breakthrough



