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Investigation on Learning Need of Postgraduates Pursuing Professional Degree

ZHANG Donghai

(Institute of Advanced Studies in Education , East China Normal University , Shanghai 200062)

Abstract: The learning need of postgraduates is an important factor for the reform of postgraduate cultivation mode. Base on a

questionnaire survey covering more than 30 universities in China, the author finds that professional postgraduates have a higher

demand for the basic, frontier and practical knowledge for their professional curricula. It is obvious that they wish to have

smaller classes and slightly prefer practical teaching methods and they don’t want a long practice period. In terms of

supervisors, they mainly direct their need for school teachers; while for off-campus supervisors, they only need them for

practice guidance. With a strong study attitude, the postgraduates have a high demand for study planning, showing their

characteristics as mature ones in learning.

Keywords: professional degree; postgraduate; learning need



