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The Evolution of French Doctorate Academic Degree System and Analysis of Its Impact Factors

BIAN Cui

(Research Institute for International and Com parative Education, Shanghai Normal University s Shanghai 200234)

Abstract: The formation of French doctorate system has experienced five main stages, including the single-subject oriented

educational mode for a specific professional qualification in accordance with occupational requirements, the educational mode of

progressive differentiation and integrative reconciliation for occupational and academic degrees, the unified multi-discipline

oriented educational mode for both academic and occupational degrees, and the interdiscipline oriented educational mode that

pays attention to both academic and occupational development. The evolution of the French doctorate system is a result of the

interaction of various factors. It is the tradition of French university organization and governance system, the macro-

environment of global higher education reform, the specific elite concept shaped in the traditional dual-system higher education,

and the changes of the knowledge production mode that jointly determine the process of the evolution.

Keywords: French doctorate degree; doctorate academic degree system; doctorate education



