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Why Do I Still Study for a PhD?

—Research on the motivation of female doctoral candidates in science and engineering

YAN Guangfen, SHANG Yufei

(School of Education, Tianjin University , Tianjin 300352)

Abstract: Based on six female doctoral candidates in science and engineering as the study objects, this article employs the

qualitative research method to explore their learning motivation. It turns out that the motivation of the female doctoral

candidates lies in subjective identification. It is their personal character and moral that supports them to persist in completing

their studies where their aspiration and interest are rooted. Their academic experience and achievements demonstrate the

awakening of the female self-consciousness and the realization of their own values. The study on the female candidates not only

provide encouraging examples for females who are studying or intend to study for a PhD degree to strengthen their

determination, but also guide people to evaluate female doctoral candidates objectively and fairly, and to deepen their

understanding of the connotation of gender equality.

Keywords: female doctoral candidate; science and engineering; learning motivation; higher education



