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International  education and

A Comparative Study on International Competence of
Postgraduates between Top Research universities in China and Germany
——Taking Tsinghua University and Free University of Berlin as an example

HU Dexin

(Institute of Education, Tsinghua University , Beijing 10084)

Abstract: In the context of economic globalization and the internationalization of higher education, the international competence
has become one of the important criteria to measure the quality of postgraduate education at research universities. Based on the
Assessment Scale of College Students’ International Competence, the author makes a comparative study on the international
competence of the postgraduates at research universities between China and Germany. The results shows that the international
competence of the postgraduates at top research universities in China is apparently lower than that in Germany, particularly in
the two grade 1 indexes of “knowledge and comprehension” and “skills/experience”, but. there is no obvious difference in
“attitudes and values”. In the grade 2 indexes, the competence of postgraduates from China is remarkably higher than those
from Germany in terms of “international academic competence”, but clearly lower in the five indexes of “world knowledge”,
“understanding of globalization”. “use of tools”, “cross-cultural communication” and “internationalization awareness”. In
“attitude to internationalization” and “values acceptance”, there is no noticeable difference between the two. In view of this, the
author further studies strategies to improve the international competence of the Chinese postgraduates, attempting to provide
reference for promotion of the postgraduate education reform in China.

Keywords: postgraduates; international competence; higher education internationalization; strategy



