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Expansion and Stabilization: Controversy over the Scale of Doctoral Education in China
Based on Domestic Literatures Related from 1996 to 2016

YANG Haiyan

(Graduate School of Education s Peking University s Beijing 100871)

Abstract: The fast expansion of the doctoral education in China has triggered controversy in the academic circle and the focus is
mainly on the improper handling of the relations in the development of the doctoral education, namely, the relation between
traditional academic value and modern application value in the metacognition; the relation between planning and market demand
in the imputes for the scale expansion; the relation between gradual advancement and abrupt advancement in the expansion
speed; the relation between unified direction and multi-direction in the expansion path, and the relation between maintaining
and losing in the guarantee of doctoral education quality. The author believes that a review of the controversy on the scale of
doctoral education may unveil that it is the social economic development level that decides the doctoral education scale. Whether
it can develop according to ideal, or at what value orientation, with what impetus, on what path or at what kind of speed it can
develop, all depend on the present institutional system and arrangement.

Keywords: doctoral education; scale; debate; expansion; stabilization





