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Contradiction between Procedural Fairness and Substantial Fairness, the Perplexity in Postgraduate Matriculation

DUAN Binbin', HU Jinsong®

(1.School of Education, Renmin University of China . Beijing 100872; 2. School of Education. SCNU, Guangzhou , Guangdong 510631)

Abstract: A fair matriculation system for postgraduates has two dimensions, one is procedural fairness and the other is
substantial fairness. The procedural fairness is the fairness in the admission process dominated by administrative discretion, and
also the formal fairness with no discrimination based on social status of the applicants. The substantial fairness is the
consequence fairness of admission guided by academic authority, and also the essential fairness in differentiated treatment based
on the academic ability of the applicants. That the promotion of procedural fairness in postgraduate admission is frequently
questioned by substantial fairness is a phenomenon in education. As an imperfect procedural fairness, while limiting academic
abuse, it also hinders selection of qualified candidates, resulting in contradiction between procedural fairness and substantial
fairness, and disparity between tools and values in process and outcome. Therefore, this article proposes that in postgraduate
matriculation, more consideration be given to procedural fairness while substantial fairness is prioritized.

Keywords: graduate admission; fair admission; substantial fairness; procedural fairness



