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Employment Status of Master’s Degree Recipients in China

——Based on a Quantitative Analysis of 75 Universities Directly under the Ministry of Education in 2014

GAO Yao', LIU Xiao’, YI Yanxia®

(1. Graduate School of Education. Peking University . Beijing 100871;
2. College of Public Administration, Northwest University . Xi’an, Shaanxi 710127)

Abstract: Based on the 2014 annual report of university graduates’ employment quality, this paper analyzes China’s master’s degree
recipients’ overall rate of employment, types of employers, geographical distribution of employment and sectors of employment, It is
found that the average employment rate of master’s degree recipients is over 95% with significant differences in terms of regions and
types of universities and types of employers. More than 60% students find employment in business enterprises with a significant
correlation between the types of their universities/specialties and sectors of employment,and between locations of universities and the
geographical distribution of employment. Our findings indicate that, in the future, China’s master’s programs should follow a path of
development based on academic quality, strengthen professional training with flexible and unique models, and establish education
administration and quality guarantee systems with Chinese characteristics. In addition, the central government should increase support
for graduate education in the central and western regions.

Keywords: master’s degree recipient; employment status; employer; geographical distribution of employment





