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Review of Higher

Dual Orientations of Professional Education: Meaning and Inspiration
XU Tieying

(School o f Business Administration, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084)

Abstract: Universities in the U. S. began to provide professional training in education, law, medicine, etc. in the 19th century,
and, ever since, professional education has been a type of degree education different from academically-focused education.
Professional education is featured by a dual relationship with the university and professional practice, where the university
stands for a disciplinary orientation and professional practice for a practice orientation. This article analyzes the concepts of
profession and professional education, and the origin, meaning and challenges of the dual orientations of professional training.
The findings will provide useful information and inspirations for the development of professional education in China.

Keywords: professional education; disciplinary orientation; practice orientation





