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Role Expectation and Adaptation: the Changing Role of a Supervisor under New Circumstances

CHEN Xiaomei'?

(1. South China Normal University . Guangzhou. Guangdong 510631; 2. South China Agricultural University . Guangzhou, Guangdong 510642)

Abstract: The development of graduate education has better defined the supervisor responsibility system. At present, unique

types of graduate programs, students’ demand for independent development and increased supervisor-student research teams all

call for an adaptation to changed role expectations on the part of the supervisors. Professionally, a supervisor should act as an

ideological educator, a life adviser, a team manager in addition to the role of an academic supervisor; psychologically, he/she

should identify with the multiple roles; and practically, he/she should be confident in performing the responsibilities required

by these roles to make a fully competent supervisor.

Keywords: supervisor responsibility system; role expectation; role coherence





