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Effects of the Overseas Returnee Tide on Domestic Employment of Graduate Students and Countermeasures

— with Shanghai as an Example

CHEN Peng

(School of Management, University of Shanghai for Science and Technology, Shanghai 200093)

Abstract; Employment competition between overseas returnees and graduate students trained in the country is most intense in
first-tier cities of China. A continuous tide of returnees has a great impact on the job market in Shanghai, where in 2013 about
50,000 of 350,000 returnees found employment against around 30,000 newly-employed out of the 38,000 graduate students
trained in the city. This fierce competition puts the flow of talent out of balance. With an in-depth analysis of the causes of the
competition, suggestions are offered for improving the economic development and employment structure, supporting self-
employment, attaching importance to overseas studies as well as domestic graduate training, and implementing a talent
attraction policy. These will help solve the problems in the employment of highly-educated people.

Keywords: overseas returnee; Shanghai; graduate student; employment



