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Characteristics and Inspirations of the System of Admission to Doctoral Programs in the U. S.

WAN Yuan

(Institute o f Education, Xiamen University, Xiamen, Fujian 361005)

Abstract: The system of admission to doctoral programs in the U. S. is characterized by the following: 1) admission plans are

generally formulated according to available funds; 2) admission decisions are primarily made by professors based on relevant

rules; 3) standards of recruitment abide by aims of training and require comprehensive evaluation; 4) examinations are well-

designed with cross verification; 5) admission tests are mostly standardized tests and GRE scores are highly valued; and 6)

equal opportunity in admission is emphasized with special attention to disadvantageous groups. China may learn from the

American experience to reform its doctoral admission system with a scientific design to ensure equality.
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