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The Logic of Practice for Training High Quality Doctoral Students
— Based on Retrospective Evaluation of Doctoral Training by Winners of Award

for 100 National Excellent Doctoral Dissertations
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Abstract: The quality of doctoral education at the highest level of tertiary education has been a focus of attention in society.
Factors affecting the quality may be found by investigating the entire process of doctoral training. Retrospective evaluation of
the training process is a helpful way to explore its underlying logic. Qualitative interviews of ten winners of national excellent
doctoral dissertations reveal the actual training process experienced by high quality doctoral students. It shows that three fac-
tors are crucial to the success in doctoral training: the amount of knowledge about one’s field of study, the matching between
one’s education background and direction of research, and the synergy between teacher and student. In conclusion, an advanta-
geous starting point, a focused process and best-suited guidance form the common logic of practice for training high-quality doc-
toral students.
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