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Study on the Research Excellence Framework of Chinese Research Universities
SHEN Qiu-tan, ZHOU Rong-ting

(School of Public Af fairs . University of Science and Technology of China ., Hefei, Anhui 230026)

Abstract; This paper summarizes several research assessment methods, and presents a new research excellence framework
comprised of four objective and internationally comparative indicators—the Normalized Citation Impact, Nature and Science
Publishing Index, Highly Cited Papers and Papers Published in Top Journals. Unlike traditional methods focusing on the total
inputs and outputs of research, this framework emphasizes high level research outcomes. It also provides universities with a
three-dimensional assessment model and gives consumers freedom to choose indicators and data based on their needs.
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