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China’s Doctoral Education; a Western Facade Only

XU Rui-hua'?
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Abstract: Though many scholars believe that it has developed out of the European and American models, China’s doctoral
education has actually a Western facade only. A comparative analysis leads to the findings that there are many differences
between China’s and European and American doctoral education: China’s doctoral education has expanded fast within a short
period, has a relatively short length of study with a single supervisor for a student, its student recruitment is mostly
examination score-based, its curriculum is often unrelated to eventual research, and degree dissertations tend to be devoid of
innovation. The primary cause of these problems is a deviation from the correct goal of doctoral education-training top-notch
innovative talents.
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